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Principal’s Report 

A key premise in Catholic education is that 

parents (and families) are the first and fore-

most educators of children. Everything in life 

educates. However, it is in our homes and in 

the thousands of apparently insignificant 

happenings of everyday life that young peo-

ple learn how to build relationships, how to 

behave and what to expect from life. It is 

within the family that young people often 

pick up some of the strongest messages 

about values, ways of acting and get a sense 

of the presence of God in their lives.  

 

Our opening prayer is a blessing for families. 

We invite College families to place this in a 

special place and to reflect on the way that 

their family is blessed. We pray for all fami-

lies.  

Fittingly, Family Week begins on Mother’s 

Day. We look forward to celebrating this very 

special day at our annual Mothers’ Day break-

fast tomorrow morning. It should be a lovely 

morning as we gather for a chat, a lovely 

breakfast and the chance to hear from our 

guest speaker, Lauren Hichaaba, the Director 

and co-founder of the Cagliero Project. 

 

We wish all the mums in our school commu-

nity a very happy Mother’s Day for Sunday. 

We remember also the mums who are no 

longer with us. May all mums know that their 

unconditional love, support and all that they 

do for us are very much appreciated, even 

though we may not say this nearly enough. 

 

 

 

Earlier this week we welcomed Marcos Blan-

don to our staff. Marcos will be working as a 

member of the cleaning team. He will be a 

great addition to the very dedicated team. 

 

This week we farewell Louai Al Sammour. 

Louai has worked at the College for just on a 

year as a Multicultural Education Aide 

(Arabic). In this time he has been a wonderful 

support to our Iraqi and Syrian students and 

families as they settled into the school com-

munity. His work with students in the inten-

sive English program and his liaison with fam-

ilies has been very much appreciated.  He will 

be missed but we are delighted that he has 

an opportunity to work in the field for which 

he was trained. We wish Louai every blessing 

as he pursues his new career. 

 

 

 

It is now only two weeks till Feast Day on 

Friday 25 May. This is a day we very much 

look forward to in the College calendar. The 

day begins with mass which is followed by 

activities in pastoral care groups and the an-

nual Feast Day Carnival.  

 

Over the past few weeks students from the 

SRC have been working hard to plan the car-

nival whilst the Liturgy Team is finalizing the 

mass. We’re very appreciative of the work 

both groups are doing. 

 

On Feast Day we always get great support 

from family members who are happy to assist 

with the Carnival - we’re again seeking your 

help. 

 

We invite parents / carers to assist us in run-

ning some of the carnival activities. You 

would need to be available from about 11am 

until 2.30pm. As well as being a great help 

on the day, it is also a good chance to meet 

other parents/carers and to be part of the 

fun. If you can assist with the sausage sizzle, 

making fairy floss, serving at the café, run-

ning the High Striker, helping with the Atom-

ic Drop Slide or one of the many other activi-

ties please let us know. No prior experience is 

needed!  

 

 

Blessed are we as family 
as we share our time together. 

 

Blessed are we as  
each person meets the demands 

of the day. 
 

Blessed are we as 
each of us contributes to 
the identity of our family. 

 

Blessed are we as 
we take joy in the events 

that we share. 
 

Blessed are we as  
we support each other through the 
difficult times that come our way. 

 

Blessed are we as 
we acknowledge who we are 

as a family. 
 

Blessed are we 
when against all odds our family 

shines through with the love we have 
for each member and the love we 

share with others. 
 

For God has blessed us 
with our family – 

unique in its identity, 
one together in love. 

 

We make this blessing 
through Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen. 
 

(Catholic Care 2018)   
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If you can help, could you please ring Jill on 9366 2544 to let her 

know that you’re available. 

 

 

 

School will begin at the normal time of 8.40am and conclude at 

3.05pm. It’s expected that all students attend unless they’re 

sick. Days such as Feast Day are important in building communi-

ty and school spirit. Not that anyone would want to miss out on 

the mega Olympic Obstacle Course, the Footy Challenge, the 

Bouncy Boxing and other activities too numerous to mention! 

 

Students can come in casual clothes on Feast Day and there is 

no charge for this. All carnival activities are free, however, there 

is a small cost for food. The canteen is open throughout the 

carnival and there’ll be a sausage sizzle and fairy floss. Students 

are encouraged to bring their lunch. 

 

Fingers crossed that we’re blessed with a fine day! An alternative 

program will run should we have rain. 

 

 

 

With this newsletter families will receive information for the 

CECV regarding the NCCD. Schools have been collecting and 

forwarding this data since 2015, however, from 2019, both the 

State and Commonwealth governments will use this data to 
inform funding to schools.  

 

Please note that the College Privacy policy and Standard Collec-

tion Notice have been updated to reflect these changes. These 

can be found on the College website. 

 

Thursday 24 May, 

Fridays , 8 June,     22 June 

  

The newsletter can also be accessed on Friday morning (Day 10) 

on the College website at: 

http://www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

 

Over and above the day to day activities of the school since our 

last newsletter students, families and staff have participated in 

the following: 

 

Year 7 Reflection Day 

Trinity 1,000 steps walk 

Year 8 Medieval Day 

Mothers’ Day Breakfast 

Year 7 Premier League 

SACCSS Cross Country 

Year 7 Drama Performance. 

Year 10 Sculpture Class Top Arts visit 

 

I am sure that students and their families are very appreciative 

of all these opportunities and the time and energy that staff put 

into organising and offering these experiences. 

CHRISTINA UTRI 

PRINCIPAL 

FEAST DAY 
Is 

Coming! 

http://www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au/
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Matter 

 

Tues 15 – Thurs 17: 
NAPLAN Testing 
(Years 7 and 9) 

 

Thurs 17 and Fri 18: 
Year 10 

Outdoor Education Camp 
 

Friday 25: 
Feast Day 

 
 
 

 

Friday 1: 
Intercampus Mass 

(students finish at 12.40pm) 
 

Monday 11: 
Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

 

Tues 12 –  Tues 19: 
Year 9 and 10 exams 

 

Wednesday 20: 
Correction Day 

(Students not required at school) 
 

Friday 29: 
Final Day: Term 2 

Changed 
your Contact 

Details ? 
Families are reminded that the 

school needs to be notified 

immediately if you have 

changed your phone contact 

details or have moved to 

another address. 

Please contact the office on: 

9366 2544 

to inform us of any changes. 

 

 

 

 

Language Conventions – Tuesday 15
th

 May 

 

Writing – Tuesday 15
th

 May 

 

Reading – Wednesday 16
th

 May 

 

Numeracy – Thursday 17
th

 May 

 
 

The students will be completing two 

numeracy tests. For one of these tests, 

calculators are permitted. Students 

must bring their own calculator to the 

test scheduled on Thursday 17
th

 May.  If 

any student does not have a calculator, 

please ensure that one is purchased as 

soon as possible to allow time to devel-

op familiarity with its functionality. 

 
 

Further information about NAPLAN can be found at: 
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/prep10/naplan/parents/index.aspx  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/prep10/naplan/parents/index.aspx
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Public occasions such as Mother’s Day can pro-

vide opportunities for being together, telling 

stories, and celebrating.  Times like this can also 

prompt more sensitive memories, feelings, and 

reflections. Griefline is one organisation that can 

be helpful if you or anyone you know would like 

support. Their website is informative and their 

counselling service is most caring. 
 

So, please remember 

griefline.org.au or 1300845745. 

- Jenny  

 

Sleep, or a lack of sleep, can have a significant impact on a person’s wellbeing and his / her capacity to learn effectively, and 

to be creative and productive. As we all know, it is more difficult to regulate our emotions and to focus when we are tired.  
 

Sleep experts claim sleep can impact healthy weight management; the onset of type two diabetes and cancer; heart health 

and brain health; energy levels and the immune system; creativity, resilience and the capacity to create memories and make 

links in our learning. (ACEL Wellbeing in Action, April 2018) 

 

 

A number of students come to school very tired. Whilst the reasons for this will be varied, it is vital that young people and 

families establish good routines around sleep to ensure that they have the best night’s sleep possible. Following are some 

ideas that might help: 
 

 

 get some sun, especially in the morning 

 exercise 

 hydrate – drink plenty of water 

eat healthy foods 

 

 

 avoid screens 1 – 2 hours before bed 

 relax and wind down 

 reduce distracting sounds and loud music 

have a regular bed time and stick to it  
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On the 27
th

 April six students from across the school partic-

ipated in an engineering challenge at the University of Mel-

bourne. The students were immediately pushed out of 

their comfort zone by being mixed into small teams with 

students from six other schools from across Melbourne.  

The aim of the day was to teach students the value of 

team work, understanding the design process in everyday 

situations, sustainability and problem solving.  Working in 

small teams were given two tasks, 

design a cardboard house and de-

sign a seat, both for use in disaster 

relief. The students learnt a great 

deal from the day and came away with a better apprecia-

tion of design and how it affects us all.  
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READER’S 
CUP 
 

Current Ladder 

Leaders: 

7 Wimmera 220 

7 Kiewa  163 

8 Hollows 141 

8 Edison 121 

9 Hughes 53 
 

Congratulation 7 Yarra who moved 

up 5 places this week and 9 

Hughes and 10 Little moved up 

one place. 

GOOD LUCK & KEEP READING 

http://dishfunctionaldesigns.blogspot.ca/ 

11 MAY 2018 

Library Hours:  Recess and lunchtime everyday Monday – Thursday 8.30 - 4.30pm and Fridays 8.30 - 4.00pm. 

Shine Mountain by Julie Hunt 
 

reThe button-box gave a gasp as if it was struggling 
for breath. Then it took off! 
 

Ellie remembers telling stories about the Gleam country as a small child - a land 
far from Spit Farm and the mountains, with talking goats, sweet grass, and corn 
that grew so high you had to fell it with an axe. She thinks they were only stories 
- until, on his deathbed, her pop reveals a magical musical instrument: a button-
box from the Gleam country itself. 
 

But the instrument's magic is sinister. At first flowers bloom and crops spring up 
overnight, but soon Ellie's farm is cursed by drought and her beloved oma is 
gravely ill, and Ellie must set out with only her horse and beloved goat on a 
dangerous journey through a desperate land. 

 

The Outsiders by  
S.E. Hinton [Reprint of a teen classic.] 

The Outsiders is an outstanding story of teenage 
rebellion, written when the author was only 17 
years old. It is one of The Originals from Penguin - 
iconic, outspoken, first. 
 

Youngsters in a small Oklahoma town have split into two gangs, divided by 
money, tastes and attitude. The Socs' idea of having a good time is beating up 
Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis. Ponyboy knows what to expect and knows he can 
count on his brothers and friends - until the night someone takes things too far. 

 

Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey 
Late on a hot summer night in 1965, Charlie Bucktin, a precocious and bookish 
boy of thirteen, is startled by an urgent knock on the window of his sleep-out. His 
visitor is Jasper Jones, an outcast in the regional mining town of Corrigan.  
Rebellious, mixed-race and solitary, Jasper is a distant figure of danger and 
intrigue for Charlie. So when Jasper begs for his help, Charlie eagerly steals into 
the night by his side, terribly afraid but desperate to impress. Jasper takes him to 
his secret glade in the bush, and it's here that Charlie bears witness to Jasper's 
horrible discovery. 

TOP 10 BOOKS 
BORROWED THIS WEEK ... 
1. The fury and dark reunion 
 by L.J.Smith 
2. Diary of a wimpy kid by J. Kinney 
3. Sunker’s deep by L. Tanner 
4. Dad’s trick by J. Wall 
5. Ratburger by D. Walliams 
6. The 5th wave by R. Yancey 
7. The 65-story treehouse 
 by A. Griffiths 
8. Bob the builder and the elves 
 by E. Rodda 
9. Creature at Camp Creepy 
 by J. Storer 
10. Diary of a wimpy kid: dog days  
 by J. kinney  

WHAT’S 
ON WHEN   

Reading Hour – 9th May 
Reading Hour was held at 

Lunchtime on Wednesday 9th  May. 
It was well attended and 

everyone enjoyed Themselves. 
See pictures at right. 

http://www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/326339.Julie_Hunt
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/762707.S_E_Hinton
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/341493.Craig_Silvey
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